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Programming Around National Celebrations & Events
Here are some major reading and literacy related events to celebrate with the teens in your community: 
	Month
	Event
	Date

	Jan.
	· ALA’s Youth Media Awards are announced at their Midwinter Meeting (awards include: Alex, Belpre, Edwards, King, Newbery, Printz and more).  www.ala.org.  All of YALSA’s annual selected lists are also announced. www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists 
	· Varies; announcement is on the Monday of the Meeting

	Feb.
	· Library Lovers’ Month www.librarysupport.net/librarylovers/index.html 
	· All month

	Mar.
	· Read Across America www.nea.org/readacross 
	· March 2

	Apr.
	· School Library Media Month http://tinyurl.com/SchoolLibraryMonth   

· National Poetry Month www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/41 

· National Library Week www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/pio/natlibraryweek/nlw.cfm 

· Support Teen Literature Day http://tinyurl.com/teenlitday 

· YALSA’s Teens’ Top Ten nominations are announced (teens can read the books all summer then vote on their favorites during Teen Read Week() www.ala.org/teenstopten 
	· All month

· All month
· Varies

· Thurs. of Natl. Library Week

· Support Teen Lit Day

	May
	· Latino Books Month www.publishers.org/main/Latino/latino_01.htm 

· Free Comic Book Day www.freecomicbookday.com  
	· All month

· varies, but always during the 1st week

	June
	· Cynthia Rylant’s birthday
	· June 6

	July
	· Chris Crutcher’s birthday
	· Jul. 17

	Aug.
	· Walter Dean Meyer’s birthday
	· Aug. 12

	Sept.
	· Library Card Sign-up Month http://tinyurl.com/LibraryCardMonth 
· International Literacy Day www.un.org/Depts/dhl/literacy/ 

· Banned Books Week http://tinyurl.com/BannedBooksWeek 
	· All month

· Sept. 8
· Last week of Sept. each year

	Oct.
	· National Book Month www.nationalbook.org/nbm.html 
· International School Library Month 

      www.iasl-online.org/events/islm/ 

· Teen Read Week( www.ala.org/teenread
· National Newspaper Week www.kypress.com/nnwkit/   
· WrestleMania Reading Challenge http://tinyurl.com/wrestlemaniarc 
	· All month

· All month
· 3rd week of Oct. 
· varies

· Launches Teen Read Week & thru Jan.

	Nov.
	· National Family Literacy Day http://tinyurl.com/FamilyLiteracy 
	· Nov. 1

	Dec.
	· Avi’s birthday
	· Dec. 23


Other resources to consult for calendars and lists of events:

· American Libraries’ Calendar: www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm (ALA and other library related events)

· Follett Library Resources: www.flr.follett.com/intro/calendar.html (lists literature focused events and some author birthdays)
· School Library Media Activities Monthly’s Activities Almanac www.schoollibrarymedia.com/almanacs/index.html (comprehensive list of monthly, weekly and daily celebrations and birthdays)

· YAttitudes, YALSA’s quarterly online newsletter, includes a calendar of events section.  It’s available from the For Members Only portion of YALSA’s web site at www.ala.org/yalsa 
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